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I should like to remind you of one thing before you ask any
questions. An answer, they say, has no meaning except for one who
is equipped to understand it. For instance, if anyone asks a question
about multiplication and division while .knowing nothing of addition
and subtraction, he is not equipped to understand the answer. In the
same way, you should have the following qualifications for asking ques-
tions: you should ask them in the presence of God, with sincere and
patriotic intention. If you do, you will have no difficulty in follow-
ing the answers. This condition applies to us no less. In fact, ours
is the greater responsibility, and we are obliged to observe those
conditions the more scrupulously. That is, whatever you ask us we
will answer sincerely with a patriotic regard for the country's welfare
and in the presence of God. Now you may ask your questions.
How CAN IT BE GALLED VICTORY?
READER: You say that the Transvaal Indians have won a com-
plete victory and also that they have got more than they demanded.
I do not follow this very well.
EDITOR: You will have to go through some of the back numbers
of Indian Opinion. If you look into them carefully, you will find that
the Indians demanded the annulment of the law and, in return,
offered voluntarily to register themselves. The monster petition which
carried five thousand1 signatures put forward the same condition.
There was no question at any time of setting our face against volun-
tary registration even if it were to take the form prescribed under the
law. Now the Government has accepted the offer of voluntary regis-
tration in writing," saying that the law will be repealed if we register
on our own initiative. We feel that this, by itself, would have been a
complete victory for us. According to the terms of the compromise,
however, due account will be taken of the status of educated persons
and of men of standing who register on their own. Moreover, [the
right to] voluntary registration will also be allowed to future Indian
immigrants into the Transvaal. And finally, those who have been reliev-
ed of their posts in the Government will most probably, be reinstated.
VOLUNTARY VERSUS COMPULSORY REGISTRATION
READER: I am still confused about the difference between volun-
tary and compulsory registration. And I know that there are also
others who see no difference. Do please explain.
EDITOR: I am not surprised at your being unable to understand
this. The law brought compulsion to bear on us,to make us register;
1 Actually the number was 4,522,    Vide Vol. VII, p. 320,